BW-07 - VA EDUCATION BENEFITS FOR A VETERAN STUDENT AT ODU -+ START HERE

WHICH BENEFIT AM | ON

Find out which benefit you are on (section A), then see the programs side by side:
who each is for, what it pays and to whom, the rate with its dates, and the role to ask.

PRINTED COPY VALID THROUGH 2027-07-31 — the last day every figure on this sheet is
current: the Post-9/11 figures (housing, online-only, books — Fry and STEM pay from
the same table) change on 2027-08-01; the four fiscal-year rates (Chapters 30, 1606,
35 and 31) change on 2027-10-01.

FIND IT |

A -HOW TO FIND OUT WHICH ONE YOU ARE ON

NO NETWORK? If a linked page will not open: your letter, the SCO, or the VA Education Call Center —
888-442-4551 (TTY 711), also printed in section E. Do not guess a chapter from this
screen alone.

LETTER Your Certificate of Eligibility (COE) or award letter names the chapter and, for the GI
Bill chapters, your months of entitlement. VA issues one when it approves a claim;
VR&E students have a counselor's plan and authorization instead.

ONLINE GI Bill, DEA (Chapter 35) or transferred Post-9/11 benefits: va.gov/education/check-
remaining-benefits — VA: "If we awarded you VA education benefits, you can check
online to find out how much of your benefits you've used and how much you have
remaining." Chapter 31 is not on it — your counselor has your months.

PHONE GI Bill chapters (33, 30, 1606, 35, Fry): VA Education Call Center (TTY 711), "Monday
through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. ET" (read 2026-09-02) — 888-442-4551 (TTY 711),
quoted from the va.gov payments FAQ, updated 2026-08-05; the same number is
on the contact line in section E.

CHAPTER 31 VR&E questions do not go to the GI Bill call center: they go to your assigned counselor
(VRC). VA's handbook for schools, for a student who cannot reach the counselor: "call
or visit your VA Regional Office and ask to speak to the VR&E Supervisor. Someone will
assist you in your VRC's absence." (VRGE SCO Handbook § M, updated 2025-07-30).
Find the regional office at va.gov/find-locations. If you do not know whether you

have a Chapter 31 case at all, that same office can tell you.

ONE TELL If a VR&E counselor (VRC) approved a rehabilitation plan for your degree and the
school receives a training authorization for you, you are on VR&E (Chapter 31). A
VetSuccess on Campus counselor or VA career counseling (Chapter 36) does not make
you Chapter 31. The clearance form you file with the school does not tell you which GI
Bill chapter you are on — your COE does; if you have none, the call center can tell you,
and the certifying office can tell you what has been certified for you at this school (a
Chapter 31 authorization reaches it from your counselor, not from you).

ANOTHER ONE?  Could you qualify for a benefit you are not using?

SWITCHING? Chose the Post-9/11 GI Bill over the Montgomery GI Bill? That choice may not be final
— VA: "Previous elections to waive MGIB in order to use PGIB can be revoked." Earlier
copies of this sheet said it was permanent. You do not need to ask for a review: VA
reviews files itself (VA, Rudisill and Perkins decisions, updated 2026-02-27).
Before you choose to revoke, ask VA — revoking can cost a kicker (VA: "sometimes


https://www.va.gov/education/check-remaining-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/education/check-remaining-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/resources/gi-bill-and-other-va-education-benefit-payments-faqs/
https://www.knowva.ebenefits.va.gov/system/templates/selfservice/va_ssnew/help/customer/locale/en-US/portal/554400000001018/content/554400000260798/VRE-School-Certifying-Official-Handbook
https://www.va.gov/find-locations/
https://benefits.va.gov/gibill/rudisill.asp

JE BY SIDE |

called 'college fund™ — "We'll add the kicker or buy-up amount to your monthly
payment"; va.gov MGIB-AD rates, updated 2026-06-23). VA's words in full:

section C, SWITCHING.

B - THE PROGRAMS, SIDE BY SIDE

FULL-TIME MONTHLY
RATE — BEFORE

WHO IT IS FOR — VA'S WHAT IT PAYS, AND TO PRORATION, TIER CHECK OR

PROGRAM WORDS WHOM AND OFFSETS APPLY

Post-9/11 GI Bill Served on active duty Tuition and fees to the 0ODU main check

Chapter 33  after 9/10/2001 — 90 days school (in-state public campus, tool remaining
or more for a tier; 36 rate). A monthly housing ~ estimate $2,430 eligibility
months, a Purple Heart, allowance to you —the E-  2026-08-01 » 2027- gpply - VA
or 30 days with a 5-with-dependents 07-31 (the MHA Form 22-
disability discharge for housing rate for the raté year this 1990

estimate belongs
100%. location where you attend o) - VA

most classes, only above Comparison

half time, and only the Tool, ODU-

location rate if at least one Norfolk

class is not entirely (facility

online. 11900146), read
2026-09-02
online-only up
to $1,261
(3 of the
$2,522 national
average)
2026-08-01 > 2027-
07-31

Veteran A service-connected Under a plan your institutional apply - VA

Readiness & disability rating of 10% counselor approves: training: Form 28-

Employment or more lets you apply; a  "tuition, fees, books, $837.23 no 1900 (with

Chapter 31 VA counselor decides supplies, handling dependents a rating)

+ VR&E entitlement. No time charges, licensing fees, $1,038.49 one 28-0588
limit if discharged on or  and equipment" to the $1,223.79 two (service
after 2013-01-01. school or vendor, plusa  +$89.18 each member, no

monthly subsistence more rating
allowance to you — the or the Post- yet)
standard table by 9/11 ZIP rate FY2027
dependents, or the Post- (moves each Jan rates

9/11 housing rate if you
electit.38 U.S.C.
3104(a)(7)-38 CFR
21.260

1)

2026-10-01 » 2027-
09-30 - FY2027
table

(vrerates27.asp,

updated 2026-08-

27, read 2026-09-
16)



https://www.va.gov/education/benefit-rates/montgomery-active-duty-rates/
https://www.va.gov/education/gi-bill-comparison-tool/institution/11900146
https://www.va.gov/education/gi-bill-comparison-tool/institution/11900146
https://www.va.gov/education/gi-bill-comparison-tool/institution/11900146
https://www.va.gov/education/gi-bill-comparison-tool/institution/11900146
https://www.va.gov/education/gi-bill-comparison-tool/institution/11900146
https://www.va.gov/education/gi-bill-comparison-tool/institution/11900146
https://www.va.gov/education/check-remaining-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/education/check-remaining-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/education/eligibility/
https://www.va.gov/education/how-to-apply/
https://www.va.gov/education/how-to-apply/
https://www.va.gov/education/how-to-apply/
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title38-section3104
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title38-section3104
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-38/section-21.260
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-38/section-21.260
https://www.va.gov/careers-employment/vocational-rehabilitation/how-to-apply/
https://www.va.gov/careers-employment/vocational-rehabilitation/how-to-apply/
https://www.va.gov/careers-employment/vocational-rehabilitation/how-to-apply/
https://www.va.gov/careers-employment/vocational-rehabilitation/how-to-apply/
https://www.va.gov/careers-employment/vocational-rehabilitation/how-to-apply/
https://www.va.gov/careers-employment/vocational-rehabilitation/how-to-apply/
https://www.va.gov/careers-employment/vocational-rehabilitation/how-to-apply/
https://www.va.gov/careers-employment/vocational-rehabilitation/how-to-apply/
https://www.va.gov/careers-employment/vocational-rehabilitation/how-to-apply/
https://www.benefits.va.gov/vocrehab/vrerates27.asp
https://www.benefits.va.gov/vocrehab/vrerates27.asp

FULL-TIME MONTHLY
RATE — BEFORE

WHO IT IS FOR — VA'S WHAT IT PAYS, AND TO PRORATION, TIER CHECK OR
PROGRAM WORDS WHOM AND OFFSETS APPLY
Montgomery GI  Paid into the A monthly payment to $2,601.00 rates -
Bill — Active Montgomery GI Bill on you; you pay the school. if you "served at apply - VA
Duty active duty, generally Rate by training-time least 3 continuous papm 2o
ithout —_—
Chapter 30 two years or more; VA band (full, 34, 2) as the years (wi our @ 1990
. . break) on active i
has four eligibility school certifies. duty*
categories. $2,110.00
if you "served
between 2 and 3
years on active
duty" — two
separate VA
tables, not a
tier; VA decides
which is yours
2026-10-01 > 2027-
09-30 - va.gov
MGIB-AD rates,
FY2027 table
(future-rates
page updated
2026-08-27,
read 2026-09-
16)
Montgomery GI  Selected Reserve: a six- A monthly payment to $508.00 rates -
Bill — Selected  year obligation (or the you; you pay the school. 2026-10-01 » 2027- apply - VA
Reserve officer alternative), By training-time band. 09-30 - FY2027 Form 22-
e aes o f - —
Chapter initial training complete, table (future 1990
. i rates page updated =~~~
1606 a diploma before it, good 2026-08-14, read
standing. 2026-09-16)
Survivors' & Child or spouse of a "A monthly payment to $1,621.00 rates -
Dependents’ Veteran with a help you cover the cost of  2026-10-01 » 2027- apply - VA
Educational permanent and total school or your expenses" ~ 09-30 - FY2027 Form 22-
. . .. . table (future- o
Assistance service-connected to you. By training-time 5490
i . i . rates page updated -~
Chapter 35 disability — including band. 2026-08-12, read
- DEA when that rating was in 2026-09-16)

place at the Veteran's
death, whatever the
cause (38 U.S.C. 3501) —
or who died of a service-
connected disability; or

of a service member who

died in the line of duty,

or is missing, captured or

detained. VA's six routes
and the statute's seventh
are one tap away.



https://www.va.gov/education/benefit-rates/montgomery-active-duty-rates/
https://www.va.gov/education/benefit-rates/montgomery-active-duty-rates/
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https://www.va.gov/education/benefit-rates/montgomery-active-duty-rates/
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https://www.va.gov/education/benefit-rates/chapter-35-rates/
https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/education-and-careers/apply-dea-fry-form-22-5490/
https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/education-and-careers/apply-dea-fry-form-22-5490/
https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/education-and-careers/apply-dea-fry-form-22-5490/

/s GI BILL
TWO RULES
E - WHO

FULL-TIME MONTHLY
RATE — BEFORE

WHO IT IS FOR — VA'S WHAT IT PAYS, AND TO PRORATION, TIER CHECK OR
PROGRAM WORDS WHOM AND OFFSETS APPLY
Fry Scholarship  Child or surviving Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits at Post-9/11 table rates-
under spouse of a service the 100% tier: "We'll send  2026-08-01 » 2027- apply
Chapter 33 member whodiedonor your tuition and fees 07-31 22-5490
after 9/11/2001 in the line  directly to your school";
of duty or from a service- housing and books to you,
connected disability — same rules as Chapter 33.
four VA routes.
Rogers STEM Post-9/11 or Fry students  "We'll pay your tuition and Post-9/11 table rates &
Scholarship near the end of mandatory fees to your 2026-08-01 > 2027- apply
extension entitlement in a STEM school first," then books 07-31
of Chapter program:up to9 more and housing to you.
33 months or $30,000.
Yellow Ribbon Post-9/11 at the 100% tier ~The school waives partof no monthly rate VA
Program (or Fry), at a school in the any tuition above the Post- per-school amparison
with program, with 9/11 cap and VA matches it 2greement Tool: ODU-
Chapter 33 entitlement left; the — to the school. Matters Norfolk
at 100% school decides how mainly for out-of-state or "Yellow
many students it funds.  private tuition. Ribbon
Program:
Yes", read
2026-09-02
(same fact as
plain JSON,
"yr'": true —
api.va.gov/
data version
1511, created
2026-09-24,
read 2026-09-
28) -
participati

schools

L R

In-state tuition: ODU cites 38 U.S.C. 83679, which "requires institutions of higher

education to charge covered individuals in-state tuition.. Chapters 30, 31, 33 or 35"

(odu.edu/tuition/military). Ask the certifying office how to be coded as a covered

individual.

E - WHO DOES WHAT — BY ROLE


https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/education-and-careers/fry-scholarship/rates
https://www.va.gov/family-and-caregiver-benefits/education-and-careers/apply-dea-fry-form-22-5490/
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https://www.va.gov/education/gi-bill-comparison-tool/institution/11900146
https://api.va.gov/v1/gi/institutions/11900146
https://www.va.gov/education/yellow-ribbon-participating-schools/
https://www.va.gov/education/yellow-ribbon-participating-schools/
https://www.va.gov/education/yellow-ribbon-participating-schools/
https://www.odu.edu/tuition/military

ASK

ABOUT

NOT ABOUT

School Certifying Official

Certifying your enrollment to VA each

Whether VA approves you for a benefit;

(sco) term; the Veterans Clearance Form; your disability rating.
Military Benefits what happens to your certification if
& Certification you drop, add, or change a class;
Services, ODU whether a class is certified as in
residence.
Military Connection Orientation, general support, VA work-  Certification.

Center (MCC) study, getting pointed to the right

obu person.

VR&E counselor (VRC) Everything Chapter 31: your plan, The school's paperwork.
VA authorizations to the school,

subsistence, books and equipment,
exceptions below half time, switching.

Accredited Veterans
Service Officer (VSO)

Disability claims and ratings, appeals,
other VA benefits. VA: "the services an
accredited VSO representative provides
on your VA benefit claims are always
free."va.gov, 2025-01-23

Education certification.

VA Education Call Center
888-442-4551 -
TTY 711

Payment status, remaining
entitlement, letters, debts. Mon-Fri 8
a.m.-7 p.m. ET.

Anything the school has not certified yet.

ask.va.gov

Any question you want answered in
writing — name the school and the
term dates.

Speed.

Not an official VA document. Every line above is quoted or cited from VA, the statute, or ODU as read on 2026-09-02,
the four fiscal-year rates (Chapters 30, 1606, 35 and 31) as re-read at VA on 2026-09-16, and ODU'’s full-time sentences
in section D as re-read on 2026-09-28; the sources govern where they and this page differ, and the School Certifying
Official and your VR&E counselor govern your own case. Rates change on the dates shown — a figure past its date is a

figure to re-check.

Companion sheet: the Semester Pay Planner (your term, computed, cited — ferrelldevin.github.io/veteran-

resources/education/odu-benefits-kit/planner/ <https://ferrelldevin.github.io/veteran-res

ources/education/odu-benefits-kit/planner/», published 2026-09-02). The link is private until the operator

shares it — on a printed copy it is an address a student cannot open, so print the two sheets together.

Public address of this page: ferrelldevin.github.io/veteran-resources/education/odu-benefits-

kit/benefit/ <https://ferrelldevin.github.io/veteran-resources/education/odu-benefits-kit/be
nefit/» — the same page, hosted for sharing; this copy is the review copy.

BW-07 Which Benefit Am I On revision 41 prepared 2026-09-02 Selection,

arrangement and editorial content © 2026 Devin Ferrell, produced with AI assistance.

Use and share freely within a veterans or military benefits office; not for resale.
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https://ferrelldevin.github.io/veteran-resources/education/odu-benefits-kit/benefit/
https://ferrelldevin.github.io/veteran-resources/education/odu-benefits-kit/benefit/
https://ferrelldevin.github.io/veteran-resources/education/odu-benefits-kit/benefit/
https://www.va.gov/get-help-from-accredited-representative/
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